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ARTICLE 3 NOISE CONTROL

1



The Problem

uDemand for new homes in 

Lexington leads to builders 

choosing lots that require 

significant ledge removal

uThis can result in noise injury for 

town residents
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What injuries result from prolonged 

exposure to very loud noise?

uHearing loss

uCardiovascular effects including hypertension

uAnxiety and depression

uDiminished concentration

uSleep disturbance

uTinnitus

uWork productivity decrease
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A few projects in Lexington have 
been so loud and long that 

neighbors have suffered these 
effects
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A big culprit is ledge 
removal using heavy 
equipment like this 
hydraulic hammer

In recent projects 

machines such as 

these have been 

in operation for 10 

hours per day for 

months
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Proposed Solution:  BE PROACTIVE

Require a noise 
mitigation plan as a 

condition for obtaining 
a building permit for 

projects which require 
ledge removal or 

other extensive rock 
work 

The need for a 
plan will depend 

on duration of 
rock pounding

Most projects will 
be exempt ð

projects requiring
more than 15 

days of rock work 
will need a plan
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Noise plans must include

Effective noise 
barriers around 

the noise source

Plus other 
accommodations 
proposed by the 

builder and approved 
by the building 

department
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Are Portable 
Sound Barriers 
Available?

EXAMPLE:  ECHO 

BARRIER

AVAILABLE FOR 

RENTAL AND/OR 

SALE
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Additional Provisions

u If ledge is discovered after a building permit is issued, the 

builder will need to submit a noise plan before ledge 

work can begin

u If ledge work unexpectedly goes on for longer than 15 

days , the builder will need to submit a noise plan before 

ledge work can continue

u If the builder does  not follow the noise plan adequately 

and/or continues ledge work beyond 15 days without a 

plan, then fees may be assessed at $50 per day
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Thank you

11


